Brief comment text:

7521149652.txtAs President of the Menasco Amateure Radio Club KC5NX, I, James Kegley (KB5QFU), urge the FCC to reject RM-11708. The ARRL is not being transparent about why this rulemaking needs to eliminate the narrowband protections of all CW, RTTY and Data users in the HF bands. While the RM suggests experimentation is needed, this appearsto be a back room effort by a few non-technical people to allow Internet on amateur radio bands to the great detriment of CW, RTTY and narrowband data users. This is not only a violation of FCC Part 97.221, but goes directly against the IARU recommendations throughout the world, and shows how the ARRL is not suitably equipped to protect the narrowband users of CW, RTTY, and narrowband data. Most every innovation on HF data has come from the narrowband modulation developments of JT65, JT9 and PSK31, and CW is still the most reliable and versatile mode for providing emergency communications on low power with modest antennas. RM-11708 threatens to destroy the narrowband modes in HF while creating global interference from many Pactor 4 and other automated stations that fail to listen before transmitting. Wideband data, for internet email is simply not appropriate in the HF CW/Data bands where SSB has never been allowed to operate. This activity should be used at VHF and UHF frequencies, or placed in the SSB/Image bands, or put in their own small subband while ensuring narrowband data and CW signals are still protected by the 300 data rate limit. Thank you for rejecting RM- 11708.Page 1
